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A timely, evocative account of a reporter's reckoning with her homeland's volatile pastGrowing
up in the coastal city of Barranquilla, Colombia, Silvana Paternostro indulged in the typical
concerns of a privileged young girl: friendships and parties, school and family. But soon it
became apparent that life in Colombia would not go on as usual. Strange planes appeared
overhead, the harbingers of the marijuana drug trade that would explode into cocaine wars over
the next decade, and soon after, a disputed election would lead to demonstrations and
kidnappings targeting the affluent landed elite—including Paternostro's family. A revolution was
brewing, and the social inequalities reflected in her life would boil over into the most violent,
most protracted, and most misunderstood civil war of our time.In My Colombian War,
Paternostro journeys back to the place where her family and her closest friends still live, weaving
authentic experience into a history of this ongoing conflict. Through interviews she allows us to
witness the treacherous war zone that Colombia has become, projected on the daily lives of its
citizens. Paternostro's book is a stunning, comprehensive narrative of Colombia's past and
present.

From BooklistColombian journalist Paternostro's autobiography chronicles two wars: the bloody,
decades-long battle between leftist rebels and the Colombian government and the author's own
struggle to embrace her Colombian identity while making a life for herself in the U.S. Raised in a
privileged, conservative household in the Colombian coastal town of Barranquilla, Paternostro
moved to the U.S. to attend college and later wrote for magazines, including Time and
Newsweek. She returned to Colombia to chronicle the waves of violence that hit the country
during the latter half of this century, newly aware of the hostilities that daily put her family in
danger. Her interviews, interspersed with Colombian history and her own childhood memories,
reveal the precariousness of life in that South American country, where selling a kilo of cocaine
or maintaining a position of power is, at times, judged more valuable than anyone who might be
standing in the way. Boyle, Katherine --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of
this title.From Publishers WeeklyIn this disjointed memoir, Paternostro describes her return to
war-torn Colombia, which she left in the 1970s as a teenager. A member of a wealthy,
landholding family, Paternostro attended American schools and universities and made a career
in the U.S. as a journalist, while giving little thought to the country she left behind. Yet the crises
of cocaine and civil war draw her professional attention and an assignment from the New York
Times allows her to return to her coastal hometown of Barranquilla. Once there, she discovers
how much her conservative family's life of privilege is at odds with her own romantic left
leanings, and how the danger of being kidnapped is only matched by her countrymen's refusal
to acknowledge the civil war around them. All the elements are in place for a fascinating story



and yet the memoir lacks essential clarity. Although Paternostro addresses various aspects of
Colombian history, she doesn't illuminate them to any great depth, and the lack of a narrative
through-line leaves the book adrift. Revealingly, Paternostro writes: I go around without contact
lenses; that way I cannot see too much. I think otherwise I would not be able to smile, to talk, to
sleep, to stay here. Ultimately, the author's decision not to see clearly leaves the reader as
confused as she is. (Sept.)Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.Review"A nation's narrative rendered through a personal prism, this evocative work
succeeds where many similar efforts fail. The secret? Paternostro herself, a deservedly
celebrated journalist, able to deftly interweave past and present and write with a compassion
that resists pathos. A child of relative privilege, she left a violently changing Colombia for the
States at age 15; decades later she returned as a reporter, and what follows is revelatory.
Wrenching interviews with today's Colombians, unflinching descriptions of the horrors wrought
by drug cartels and paramilitary groups, and unusual details keenly conveyed amount to a
moving, highly memorable take on how a country lost its moorings."—The Atlantic“The gifted
journalist Silvana Paternostro confronts her own past, her family’s past, and Colombia’s past, in
this indispensable guide to the drama currently being played out in the Latin south: a drug-
haunted, tangled drama of feuds, rival warlords, criminal mafias, kidnappings, and endless civil
wars. An intensely personal memoir, it demonstrates at the same time a firm grasp of the
political, economic, and social realities that provide the background against which the headline
news of Colombia in 2007, and 2008 and succeeding years, will continue to unfold. It makes
fascinating reading.”—David Fromkin, Professor of International Relations, Boston University “In
this elegant and riveting exploration of Colombia, Silvana Paternostro journeys back to her
homeland to confront the country that has long held a hypnotic hold on her psyche. My
Colombian War offers not only insight into the troubled legacy of Colombia, but presents a
beautiful portrait of a woman’s heartbreaking journey to understand the meaning of home.”—
Danielle Trussoni, author of Falling Through the Earth “My Colombian War cuts far deeper than
the typical work of an international journalist, while at the same time, by tying Paternostro's quest
to rediscover the country she left as a teenager to the violent yet moving history and culture of
that nation more generally, achieving the status of something altogether superior to simple
memoir. This is personal history writ large, a moving, admirably objective, and deeply
courageous examination of how Colombia has arrived at its present troubled state, sometimes
with the aid of outsiders, sometimes all on its own; and it could only have been written by
someone with Paternostro's unique personal history, gift of observation, and record of laying
bare the myths of Latin America. An absolute must for anyone who either aspires to an
understanding of what is happening in the region, or who simply wants to read about a life that
has been genuinely fascinating.”—Caleb Carr, author of The Lessons of Terror: A History of
Warfare Against Civilians “In this intensely honest and revealing memoir, Silvana Paternostro
takes us on her own Rip van Winkle voyage of return to her beloved, violent homeland. It is a



compellingly bittersweet chronicle, with touches of great beauty, much like Colombia itself.”—
Jon Lee Anderson, author of Che Guevara: A Revolutionary Life and The Fall of
Baghdad “Intimate, emotion-saturated portrait . . . the flavors and the colors are vivid . . . [a]
compelling picture of contemporary Colombia and the roots of its problems. . . . a gift for the rest
of us.”—William Grimes, The New York Times “Paternostro’s stunning, no-nonsense prose truly
lets you into her mind and the country’s history.”—Marie Claire--This text refers to an out of print
or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorSilvana Paternostro is a Colombian-born
journalist. Her articles have appeared in The New York Times Magazine, The Washington Post,
and Time, among other publications, and she is the author of In the Land of God and Man, a
finalist for the PEN/Martha Albrand Award. In 1999 she was selected by Time/CNN as one of the
fifty Latin American leaders for the millennium. A senior fellow at the World Policy Institute,
Paternostro lives in New York City. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.Read more
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Andrew J. Miller, “Honest and Brave Memoir and History of an Amazing and Frightening Country.
Just finished Ms. Paternostro's book last night (January 2008) and felt that this book really filled
a void, at least for me, bridging the distance between historical characterizations of Colombia
and what that history actually looks like within the lives of real Colombians. For the most part,
this book is filled with fascinating stories - such as the author's description of Simon Trinidad, the
businessman and landed elite turned FARC rebel, and how history itself interfered with his
interest in moving Colombia ahead - he couldn't possibly create an avenue for peace if the
people he was scheduled to meet were murdered the day before his meeting. Or the author's
storytelling of Barranquilla's transformation by gringos and Guajiros, who all seemed to
persuade these coastal people that living large, richly and dangerously was a more important
obligation than improving the future for a larger percentage of the Colombian people. Ms.
Paternostro brings to life these unfortunate tradeoffs - of building great plantations and epic lives
- funded by efforts, land, or drugs - without building more stable lives for the Colombians that
worked on those plantations - are the kinds of decisions that infuriate her. As a criticism,
sometimes Ms. Paternostro repeats or reintroduces elements in her book that appear elsewhere
in the book, but even those reintroductions serve a larger purpose of developing a more layered,
deeper description of what Colombian war and history look like within her own life and family.
This is a living history, and it is certainly a worthy one. Ms. Paternostro's attitude towards the
subject could be best described as conflicted, but even here I think it's impressive that she finally
makes peace with her Colombian war.Ms. Paternostro is a great voice on Colombia and Latin
America. I hope she keeps bringing color to a region that deserves the deeper look that she
continues to give in her thoughtful writing.”

Sigmund Hoenigsberg-Moretti, “This is an excellent book for outsiders to understand the
mentality of the .... Reading the reviews I realize that this book is often misunderstood:This is the
personal journey of a woman born in a privileged situation that gave her not only the opportunity,
but also the obligation, to ignore certain problems of her country.When at some point she
decides to face that reality, but especially to explain it, she makes a very personal and candid
and accurate account of a country that is defined by civil war, and uses her own life to illustrate
and it.This is an excellent book for outsiders to understand the mentality of the different factions
and social classes in the country, and to understand the origin and development of the conflicts
within.I especially appreciated1. the objective historical account -almost impossible in
Colombia.2. the accurate and very personal account”

Rising Phoenix, “My Colombian War: A Journey Through teh Coubtry I left Behind. A Great
Book!!! My husband is Colombian and I love learning more about his country and culture. Great
Book”



Allan B. Goldman, “Five Stars. Just as advertized”

The book by Silvana Paternostro has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 19 people have provided feedback.
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